
 



 



 



 

 
  



 
  



CAST BIOS 
  
Kai Wright (Cinderella’s Prince) Freshmen - First year in TOC, Kai is very 
excited to get the chance to play Prince Charming in TOC’s production of “Into 
The Woods.” He is extremely proud to be a part of TOC and to be able to 
perform Into The Woods in honor of legendary composer and lyricist, Stephen 
Sondheim. With that being said, Kai hopes that you have a wonderful time 
and enjoy the show.   
  
Georgia Winston (Witch) Junior - 2nd year in TOC. Georgia loves performing, 
trying new foods, and traveling with her family. Past shows include: Mansfield 
Park - TOC at LACHSA (Fanny), Fiddler on the Roof - VA (Golde), Beauty and 
the Beast - MMS (Maurice). She loves everyone who is part of this show and 
would like to thank Suzanna, Chris, and Nina for making it happen! Enjoy!  
  
Grace Navarro (Baker’s Wife) Senior - Third year in TOC. She studies music 
at both LACHSA and IYDV. She was named a semifinalist in Spotlight and a 
winner in Merit from Young Arts, both for classical voice. Outside of school and 
music, Grace loves reading, playing chess, and petting her cats. This musical 
is one of her favorites, and she wants to thank her wonderful teachers and 
fellow classmates for making it happen this year.   
  
Arianna Rodriguez (Stepmother) Freshman- First year TOC. Ari is very 
grateful to be playing the Stepmother and is excited to be a part of the 
Company and is excited for her future journey in TOC. In the past she has 
played Queen of Hearts and countless productions throughout her middle 
school career in the company “Childs Play”. Ari would like to thank her mom 
Ashley for being the one constant in her life and always supporting her and 
everyone who helped her get to where she is at now!   
  
Kiernan McCafferty (BAKER and Student Music Director) Senior- Fourth Year 
in TOC. This will be Kiernan’s THIRD production of Into the Woods but his first 
time playing the Baker! Past performances include The Page In Amahl, Henry 
Crawford in Mansfield Park and a Lost Boy in Peter and Wendy. He is so excited 
for the opportunity, but also saddened that this is his last performance in the 
opera company.   
  
Jesse Ray McBride (JACK) Freshman - First year in TOC. Jesse is super 
excited to play Jack! Jack has been his dream role for years now and he is 
filled with joy getting the opportunity to play this part. Jesse has also been in: 
Peter Pan- ESCAPE (Michael), Music Man- ESCAPE (Winthrop), Little Mermaid- 
ESCAPE (Jetsam), and most recently Mansfield Park- TOC (Mr. Rushworth). 



Jesse would like to thank his parents, his mentors, Suzanna Guzman, Chris 
Hunter, and the rest of his cast!  
  
Maximilian Matsu (Narrator/Mysterious Man) Sophomore - Second year in 
TOC. Maximilian Matsu, Max for short, is a high schooler with a strong passion 
for music as a vocalist and a violin player. As a member of LACC, Max has 
appeared in productions with Los Angeles Opera including: "Trip to the Moon" 
(youth ensemble) and "La Boheme" (youth ensemble). He takes pride in hard 
work and looks forward to working on this show.  
  
Randy Damas (Rapunzel’s Prince, The Giantess, Stepsister US) Senior- First 
Year TOC Previous roles include: Mansfield Park TOC (Henry Crawford), 
Beauty and the Beast LACHSA Musical Theatre (Gaston).   
   
Micah Angelo Luna (Rapunzel’s Prince, Stepsister US) Junior - Third year in 
TOC, Micah enjoys music and is very passionate about singing.  He enjoys 
roller skating, working out, and skateboarding.  Past shows include: Amahl 
and the Night Visitors (King Melchior), Peter and Wendy (Pirate), and 
Mansfield Park (Ensemble).  He would like to thank his family and friends for 
all the love and support.  
  
Giselle ‘Elle” Lepe (Stepmother) Sophomore – First year with TOC. She loves 
songwriting and performing. Past shows include Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Raincoat – Chaminade HS (Judah), Into the Woods – DTASC 2020 
Awardee (Baker’s Wife), Alice in Wonderland – St. Francis Xavier (Alice). She 
would like to thank the cast and crew for their hard work and dedication.  
  
Ruby Laks (Cinderella) Senior - Third year TOC, Ruby loves music with all 
her heart. She is both a drummer and vocalist. She studied and performed 
with the Princeton Girl Choir until moving to Los Angeles. She is so excited to 
be President of TOC under the remarkable leadership of Suzanna Guzman and 
Chris Hunter. She hopes you enjoy the show!  
  
Margo Kuzina (Little Red Riding Hood) Sophomore - Second year in TOC. 
Past shows include; Noah’s Flood- LA Opera (Mrs.Ham), The Drowsy 
Chaperone- Geffen Academy (Drowsy Chaperone), Mansfield Park - LACHSA 
(Mary Crawford). She would like to thank Dr.Guzmán, Mr. Hunter, Mrs. 
Serova, and her wonderful castmates for making this show possible. She 
hopes you enjoy the show!  
 
Sam Karpinski (Cinderella’s Prince/ Wolf #1) Senior - First year in TOC. Sam 
Loves Pho, Idina Menzel, and Yoga, and is thrilled to be a part of his first 
production with The OPERA at COMPANY LACHSA. Past shows include: Beauty 



and The Beast- LACHSA Musical Theater (Beast), OKLAHOMA- LACHSA Musical 
Theater (Curly).    
  
Archer Isaacson (Narrator/Mysterious Man) Junior - Third year in TOC. 
Archer loves to study, dance, act, and sing. Recent shows include: Mansfield 
Park - TOC (Edmund Bertram), A Chorus Line - Jaxx Theatricals (Zach), and 
Rent - Jaxx Theatricals (Tom Collins)! He is very grateful for Sondheim’s work 
and his genius, and would like to thank Suzanna, Chris, Nina, his fellow cast 
mates, his friends, and his family for an amazing production at LACHSA.  
  
Natalia Gonzalez (Lucinda) Sophomore- first year in TOC, Natalia has a deep 
admiration for the vocal arts and loves musical theater. Past shows include: 
Pueblo kid (Virgen de Guadalupe play at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the 
Angels), Lady Bertram (Mansfield Park), featured vocalist (Caminos y 
canciones of the Gonzalez family). She would like to thank her wonderful 
family and friends for always being there and the entire opera company and 
crew. She would especially like to thank her brother Xol for always helping her 
power through and for being her biggest supporter.  
 
Shireen Estolano-Sridharan (Jack’s Mother) is a senior in the Theatre 
department and this is her first year in TOC. Past LACHSA roles include Atkins 
(The Farnsworth Invention), Bebe (A Chorus Line; A New World), Little Red 
(Into The Woods; Paying it Forward), Chip (Beauty and the Beast), and Grace 
(The Dining Room). She would like to thank Chris, Suzanna, Nina, and the 
rest of the cast for their hard work.   
  
Celia Edwards-Méndez (Rapunzel and Cinderella’s Mother)  Sophmore- 1st 
year in TOC. Celia loves music, dancing and performing. Past shows include: 
Mansfield Park - The Opera Company (Aunt Norris), Hairspray - Act 1 (Tracy), 
and Mamma Mia ( Sophie). She would like to thank everyone for their support 
and hard work.  
  
Coco D’Angelo (Florinda) Sophomore - First year in TOC, Coco absolutely 
loves music, baking, and performing. Past performances include: La Boheme 
at Walt Disney Concert Hall (school girl), Shrek the Musical (young Fiona), 
and Mozart’s Requiem with Pasadena Master Chorale (student singer). She 
would like to thank Suzanna Guzman and Chris Hunter for leading TOC as well 
as her friends, teachers, and family for all the support she receives!  
  
Elyse Cain (Little Red Riding Hood) Junior=Second Year TOC. Past TOC shows 
include Mansfield Park – (Mary Crawford).Into The Woods will be Elyse's 7th 
show with credits including Gracie Shinn in “The Music Man” as well as a ‘pre-
teen in training’ in “Bye Bye Birdie”. Elyse would love to give thanks to her 



family as well as everyone who helped put this wonderful production 
together.   
  
Ava Broneer (Cinderella) Junior- Second year in TOC, Ava loves performing 
and going to Target. Most recently in TOC, Ava played Maria Bertram in 
Mansfield Park. She would like to thank Chris, Nina, Suzanna, and a wonderful 
group of cast mates for all their support.  
  
Eugene Boyd (Baker) Senior - Third year in TOC. Eugene loves to sing, act, 
dance, and study. Recent shows include: Rent - Jaxx Theatricals (Mark), 
Heathers - Jaxx Theatricals (Ram), and Mansfield Park - TOC (Edmund 
Bertram)! He is endlessly grateful for Sondheim’s work, and he thanks his 
class and teachers for an amazing final production at LACHSA.  
  
Jayden Bluestein (Jack) Sophomore - Second year in TOC. Jayden loves 
singing, acting, music in general, and playing with his dogs. He has learned 
so much from Chris, Suzanna, and Nina in these past two years and would 
like to thank them for being the cores of this company. He would like to thank 
everyone, specifically his mom, for all of their continued support.  
  
Liana Bartolome (Cinderella’s Mother; Rapunzel) Junior- First year in TOC, 
Liana has a passion for music and performing. Past roles include: Beauty and 
the Beast (Belle) LACHSA Music Theatre. She hopes to pursue a career in 
musical theatre after graduating. Liana is excited to be a part of TOC and 
would like to thank Suzanna Guzmán and Chris Hunter for their leadership 
and guidance.  
 
Hudson Barone (STEWARD/WOLF 2/GRANNY) Freshman- First year with 
TOC. He was recently on stage at LACHSA in: Mansfield Park-TOC (Ensemble). 
He is happy to be working with such an amazing group of talented artists and 
hopes you enjoy the show.   
  
Ruby Moncrieff-Karten (Baker’s Wife) Sophmore- Second year TOC. 
Previous roles include Reno Sweeney (Anything Goes), Julia Bertram 
(Mansfield Park), and Queenie (The Wild Party)  She would like to thank Chris, 
Suzanna, and Nina for all their support, her parents for everything, and the 
rest of the cast of Into The Woods!  
 
 

  



LACHSA CHAMBER 
ORCHESTRA 

 
Flute – Kaela Seltzer 
Clarinet – Ian Fleck 
Bass Clarinet – Alisia Alaniz 
Horn – Ashley Interiano 
Trumpet – Peter Adam 
Trombone – Olivia Marhevka 
Drums – Bob Stevenson 
Piano – Mihilo Kato 
Synthesizer – Andy Pesich 
Violins – Tania Rambaldo, Kayla Lee, Ethan Lin, Akirin Au 
Viola – Ashley Chong 
Cellos – Pablo Elizalde, Sam Guevara 
Bass – Esteban Lindo 
 

Conductor – Alan Mautner 
 

 
 

 
ABOUT THE COMPOSER 

 
American composer and lyricist, Stephen Sondheim (March, 22, 1930-
November 26, 2021), widely recognized as the most influential and innovative 
composer in Broadway history. He began his career in 1957 writing the lyrics 
for Leonard Bernstein’s West Side Story and went on to compose and write 
many award winning productions including A Funny Thing Happened on the 
Way to the Forum, Company, Follies, A Little Night Music, Sweeny Tod, 
Sunday in the Park, and Into the Woods. His accolades include an Academy 
Award, eight Tony Awards, Grammy Awards, Drammy Desk Awards, a Pulitzer 
Prize, multiple lifetime achievement awards and a Presidential Medal of 
Freedom and Kennedy Center Honors award. Mentor to the next generation, 
he worked with Lin Manuel Miranda and Jonathan Larson. Stephen Sondheim 
inspired generations of artists and continues to inspire this rising generation 
of aspiring young artists.  
  



PRODUCTION NOTES 
 
Videography and streaming by Emmanuel Munda. 
 
Graphic design by LACHSA VA dept and Barry Markowitz 
 
Movement assistance by Asha di Ningrat 
 
Special Thanks to: Elizabeth Dennehy, Warner Bros Props Department, TOC 
Parents, Allison Bluestein, LACHSA Academic and Arts Faculty, Armand 
Jahangiri, Sara Gutierrez, David Contreras, and Benno Ressa. 
 
The Opera Company at LACHSA is a proud member of Opera America. 
 
 

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR 

Suzanna Guzmán-(Co-Director) Emmy winning, tv/radio host, director 
Grammy nominated mezzo soprano has appeared as a principal soloist with 
orchestras and opera houses around the world Metropolitan Opera, Los 
Angeles, Seattle, Nice, Dresden, Houston, San Diego Opera). A champion of 
new music she has premiered lead roles in works by Michael Nyman, Daniel 
Catán, Giancarlo Menotti, Tobias Picker, Ian Krouse, and Jake Heggie, to name 
a few. She received an honorary Doctor of Music from Occidental College, and 
in 2015 she was awarded the Edwin Lester Lifetime Achievement Award for 
service to Art and the Community. Visit www.suzannaguzman.com for more. 

Notes from the Director 
 
TWO seasons ago, Fall of 2022, Into the Woods was our scheduled Spring 
Musical. When the C-19 monster hit, the idea died and we never thought it 
would happen. Producing a Stephen Sondheim show is a monster of operatic 
proportion: long, intricate storyline, challenging music, dialogue, production 
values, and did I mention LONG. TOC prides itself on its crisp, fast-paced, 
shows of never more then 90 minutes. Still, we were game and decided ITW 
would be our comeback musical with a little trim to the movie-length of just 
under two hours.  
 
Well, unbeknownst to us, the rights are very clear:  
No cuts. No changes.  
Period.  
 



So welcome to the crisp, fast paced two hours and 30 minutes TOC 
production of Into the Woods. By far the most requested work of our 
students and made doubly impactful by the loss of the iconic 
composer/lyricist Stephen Sondheim early this season. We had to do it now.  
 
For those of you not familiar with a TOC production, it takes an enormous 
amount of coordination with students, faculty, parents, admin, and outside 
artists. Not possible to move forward without thanking our wonderful 
creative team, Heno, Benno, Asha, AJ, Zakk, Barry M., Manny M., Daniel, 
Kathie, Sara, Martin and Bo.  Special shoutout to Elizabeth Dennehy and WB 
props for our props, Aden Bertisch for his crocheting artistry, and to David 
Contreras for his art on our stage. Thanks to Principal John Lawler, our Music 
Department Chair, Michael Powers, our Arts and Academic Faculty for 
supporting our students and to the parents for their meals, love, and long 
hours to and from the madness. A special thank you to Maestro Mautner. for 
his artistry and willingness to collaborate and help in seeing this massive 
feat to fruition. Thank you to the LACHSA Foundation for all the support; To 
our student Opera Ambassadors, Eugene, Jesse, Ruby, Celia, Margo; to 
Chris for his outstanding musical instincts and especially to our beloved 
Nina. Born in Kyiv with family still living in Ukraine, Nina proved that music 
is love by pouring her heart into the students and the music with complete 
commitment during this unprecedented time. So grateful.  
 
To the entire cast: congratulations! Your voices and boundless love for this 
composer are unparalleled. I am constantly amazed and humbled by you all.  
 
Love and thanks, 
 
Miss Suzanna 
 
  



 


